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Dear Readers,

Welcome to our first issue of “The Eagle’s Landing” of the new year. We hoped that everyone enjoyed their
well deserved break, and we are thrilled to be back. This issue covers many intriguing topics, starting with
current news stories such as the growing epidemic of vaping with teenagers and the long term consequences
that comes with it. Going hand in hand with consequences, two news articles deal with the issue of climate
change, the first invovles thrifting as an alternative to fighting fast fashion. Then, the last news story discusses
the devastating fires occurring in Australia leaving many in despair. Additionally this issue includes three
opinion pieces which are over the World War Three news that broke out at the very beginning of this year.
The first article goes over the pros and cons of having this war, the second deals with the importance of
healthcare, and the last article explains the toxicity of memes that spurred out on social media as a result of
the World War Three speculation. Along with that, this issue continues the importance of certain issues with
three diverse feature stories such as one student’s meeting with the Nevada System of Higher Education
Chancellor regarding CSNHS’s funding. Another article showcases how the pressure for perfect grades can
lead to mental instability in teenagers with the issue of photoshop such as in Youtuber and makeup artist
James Charles, concludes the feature stories. Bringing an end to the issue, three arts and entertainment pieces
are included starting with a decade in review as well as, two review stories, one on the controversial movie
“Cats”, and the other on the Netflix thriller, “You”. With this diverse array of articles, we hope that you find
the article that best interests you. Thank you for reading!

Carmen Landinger
Editor-In-Chief
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Thrifting is a popular trend in the fashion

world. Years ago, thrifting had a label attached
to it: a stigma due to accepting second-hand
clothing.

Most people didn’t like the idea of buying
someone else's clothes and stereotyped it for
the lower class. Now, consumers don’t thrift
because it is their only alternative, but simply
because it’s fashionable.

The building blocks of this movement stems
from the internet, in which second-hand
shopping is popular due to fashion vloggers on
YouTube. However, there are numerous
reasons why someone may thrift shop aside
from it being a social trend.

The first reason is that thrifting saves money.
From garage sales to online shopping, second-
hand items are always cheaper than buying
new items. Many thrift businesses support
different forms of charitable causes.

For example, these causes can range from
assisting shelters to giving low-income
communities an opportunity to shop
affordably.

Thrifting also has a positive environmental
impact. Reusing items results in less
production of regular clothes, which puts less
stress on the environment due to the decrease
of resources needed. The younger generation
seems to have a higher sense of environmental
awareness; therefore, thrifting is trendy and
acceptable.

This new trend has gained so much popularity
that department stores are now cashing in on it.
Department stores are doing this for good
reasons since they have a bigger platform and
are using this to spread awareness and help the
environment.

For example, Macy’s collaborated with an
online resale company called thredUp. Both

companies debuted in 40 national Macy’s
locations; one of these locations being in Las
Vegas, Nevada at the Macy's Fashion Show.
Second-hand items are added every month and
top brands such as Everlane, Topshop and
Zara are usually included.

Another benefit of thrifting is the opportunity
for more creativity, such as redesigning a
second-hand item. Fashion Youtubers like
Marla Catherine are able to show thrifting
through their vlogs and clothing haul videos.

Watching influencers such as Catherine helps
people expand their minds to the option of
second-hand shopping. She is able to style
many of her outfits by cutting sweaters into
crop tops, painting patterns onto jeans and
turning dresses into skirts.

There are many ways someone can thrift.
Popular sites such as Etsy, Poshmark, and
Ebay exist for consumers to be able to resale
and buy items globally. Thredup, mentioned
above, is one of the largest resale companies
and has over 35,000 brands that they sell. You
can shop, sale and save the planet while doing
so.

However, local options exist as well.
Henderson has plenty of thrift stores
available.Castaways Resale Store is an
example of one of Hendersons newest thrift
shops. This second hand store sections its
items by the type of clothing and size.

The proceeds go to people at risk who spent
time in prison and gives them a second chance
to re-enter society. Castaways is also involved
with the hashtag #ENDTHECYCLE.

This helps reunify families that were involved
with incarceration and/or hire people who
were previously incarcerated. Along with
reselling second-hand items, Castaways gives
the option for people to pickup or drop off in
regards to donations.

Goodwill is also a popular thrift shop in
Henderson with various different store
locations. All locations have the same mission:
to reduce poverty rates of Southern Nevadans
and help them regain employment with local
companies.

This store has different sales for their
consumers such as color tag sales. This type of
sale will mark certain items with a colored tag
for a specific day with a discount.

Also, seniors (ages 55 and up) are able to buy
VIP memberships and participate in a 40
percent discount on Wednesdays, as well as a
20 percent discount on any other day.

Any military personnel, police officers,
firefighters and teachers can be a part of the
VIP membership as well. Their benefits
involve 20 percent discounts on Wednesdays
and 10 percent discounts on other days. Along
with community involvement, selling second-
hand items and special sales, Goodwill holds
career workshops, donation drives and
volunteer options for the community.

Thifting leaves a positive imprint on the
environment; less resources used and wasted
results in less clothing filling landfills and less
pollution.

On average, Americans throw away 10.5
billion tons of clothing annually. Donating and
reusing these clothes can reduce this
staggering number considerably while also
promoting fast fashion.

Thrifting is one of the trends that continues to
grow in 2020. This has opened many doors in
the fashion world. Instead of shopping
regularly, consider stopping by a local second-
hand store.

The art of thrifting allows people to help the
environment as well as shine through
individualism and self-expression, instead of
the affordability of a price tag.

The rising popularity of Second-Hand Shopping

A Thrifting Revolution
By Tiara Carlock



News Page 5Spring



A Flourishing Country Covered In Flames

Flames quickly spread, smoke fills the air

and all forms of life struggle to leave their
once beloved home.

Starting in late Sept., Australia has been
battling with one of the deadliest wildfires in
history, burning almost 18 million acres of
land.

Many families have fled, millions of animals
have died and certain insects only native to
Australia have gone extinct.

The loss of around 25 people, 2,000
destroyed homes and almost 1 billion animals
have died according to Vox news.

Concentrated in New South Wales and
Victoria the fire fills the air with harmful
smoke.

Winds as powerful as 80 mph, has pushed the
smoke to different cities, including Sydney
where breathing in the polluted air is
equivalent to smoking 37 cigarettes.

In fact, the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration reports that, “It
is in the process of circumnavigating the
planet,” shown in a satellite image.

Skies have turned a fiery orange not only in
Australia but also in neighboring countries
such as New Zealand.

However, these fires did not start out of
nowhere.

They are a result of the dangerous climate
change that the world is facing, one that is
constantly ignored.

In fact, Australia is one of the largest
exporters of coal, which has released an
abundance of greenhouse gases due to the
large amounts of mining.

Rather than making a change in the way this
process occurs, government officials in
Australia have ignored this growing problem.
In 2019, Australia faced its hottest and driest
year in history.

In addition to this, there will be an increase in
temperatures worldwide along with low
rainfall and more frequent wildfires.

Action needs to happen quickly in order to
prevent climate change, as well as further
damaging our planet.

As a result, citizens have become enraged
and thousands of Australians have protested
over climate change.

At the same time, many news and media
outlets have discussed many cases of
misinformation with the cause of the fires.

Along with the increase of global warming,
acts of arson have also been recently
discovered.

However, these outlets have sided with only
one of the two causes rather than looking at
how they both are a cause.

Sadly, some outlets have been producing
false claims on the amount of people charged
with the act of arson, saying that nearly 200
were to blame when in fact it was only 24.

The NSW Police Force reported that those 24
individuals have been charged with igniting
fires.

Some believe that these news outlets have
tried to distract from the problem of climate
change since it is something much more
powerful.

There is still a debate on whether these man-
made fires are to blame since they are much
smaller.

However, it is still seen as a threat and New
South Wales has posted a total fire ban with
consequences such as imprisonment.

Not only is climate change the only worry in
this situation, but also the ecosystem.

Since animals rely on other animals or insects
for food, there is a disruption in this cycle
with the large loss of animals.

Certain animals are on the verge of
extinction, such as Koalas suffering from a
loss of 8,000 of their species.

At the same time, the animals still alive
struggle to survive due to the lack of food,
water and shelter.

Plants, reptiles, birds and insects all suffer
from this same problem.

The bees which play a crucial role in the
ecosystem struggle to find pollen from
flowers resulting in great worry for their
species.

However, not all hope is lost with hundreds
of individuals coming together to help in any
way that they can.

Across Australia, brave firemen have
volunteered in order to help fight the fires.

As a result, the Australian government has
formed a National Bushfire Recovery

Flames quickly spread, battles to fight against the largest fire in history
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Agency that will provide funding to the
firefighters that have volunteered.

Then, the government of New South
Wales set up a creative solution to help
the animals that are struggling to survive.

They airdropped thousands of carrots and
other sweet potatoes for the brush-tailed
wallabies.

Different from other animals, the
wallabies take shelter underneath rocks
where they survive the fire.

However, they are alone once they leave
their shelter and see the loss of their
surroundings.

An abundance of different organizations
are heloing the victims of the Australian
fires where they are accepting donations.

The Australian Red Cross, First Nations
Communities and GIVIT are all helping
those affected by the fire.

Provided by the organizations, shelter
and basic necessities show how
important it is to donate.

Along with that, organizations such as
WIRES, Koala Hospital Port Macquarie
and Zoos Victoria have helped wildlife
by healing their wounds and providing
shelter, food and water.

One place in particular that has helped an
abundance is the Australia Zoo Wildlife
Hospital, owned by Steve and Terri Irwin
and run by their daughter Bindi.

The Irwin family has dedicated their life
to continue the legacy of Steve Irwin, a
famous wildlife conservative that cared
deeply for the animals in his homeland,
Australia.

Now the hospital is one of the world’s
largest and is treating as well as taking in
as many animals as they can.

Many celebrities have donated an
abundance of money to help Australia.
Actor Leonardo Dicaprio has donated $3
million through his environmental
organizational, Earth Alliance.

On the other hand billionaire, Kylie
Jenner, posted on her Instagram story a
photo of the wildfires while following it
up with a picture of her Louis Vuitton
mink fur slippers.

Viewers took this as hypocrisy, and as a
response Kylie Jenner donated $1 million
to help the fires.

Australia continues to suffer as they

receive heavy rain and hail late this month.
Instead of helping, the rains across the
NorthEast has resulted in flooding.

In addition to that, the rainfall in Melbourne
has made the record for the highest rainfall
since 2011.

Strong thunderstorms and powerful winds
has resulted in the loss of power.

It almost seems as the weather in Australia
is unpredictable, many are unsure how the
country will recover; however, hope still
remains.
Use this space for Advertising or More

Articles
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A 2017 study by the American

Psychological Association revealed a
linear increase in levels of perfectionism
among college students from 1989 to
2016.

The researchers cited that,
“perfectionism is understood in terms of
the direction of perfectionistic beliefs
and behaviors. When directed toward the
self, individuals attach irrational
importance to being perfect, hold
unrealistic expectations of themselves,
and are punitive in their self-
evaluations.”

While many factors affect one’s mental
health, the newfound connection
between mental health and perfectionism
stretches across today’s youth.

This increased sense of perfectionism
among today’s youth is being reflected
in their day-to-day lives.

As Professor Cathy Vatterott quoted in
her 2019 article, The Teens Are Not
Alright, “I see a teen epidemic of what I
call rudderless box checkersー AP
classes, check; debate team, check; two
sports, check; honor roll, check. These
students are joylessly going through the
motions, not sure why, except they’ve
been told this is what successful (but not
necessarily happy) people have to do.”

Becoming a “rudderless box checker” as
Vatterott calls it, has proven to have
some alarming effects.

In Sept. 2019, the Washington Post cited

a study that resulted in researchers
adding students who attended “high
achieving schools” to their “at-risk”
group.

Within the at-risk includes youths in
foster care, living in poverty, immigrants
and those with incarcerated parents.

The aforementioned American
Psychological Association stated in their
background information that, “Research
among college students and young
people, for example, has found self-
oriented perfectionism to be positively
associated with clinical depression,
anorexia nervosa, and early death.

It is also associated with greater
physiological reactivity and ill-being in
response to life stress and failure.”

CSNHS senior, Katie McEntee
commented on these facts by saying, “I
definitely believe the studies. Especially
coming from someone who took four AP
classes last year and had six hours of
homework every night, I’m so much
happier now that I don’t have as much
work. It’s not just parents or teachers,
it’s society in general that’s pushing
perfectionism on kids.”

This combined pressure can be
overwhelming because teens may feel as
though they can’t escape it.

Though, the idea that pressure to achieve
is harmful towards mental health is
becoming more common, not much is
being done to fix this issue.

Students still push themselves to be
involved in a variety of activities to
improve their resume, all while still
achieving high grades.

In addition to that, it seems that in many
cases, pressure is self-inflicted. Until
expectations change, students are going
to continue to feel like they need to
overachieve and the trend of
perfectionism is going to continue.

The Truth About Teens'
Mental Health

Newfound connection between the pressure to achieve and a teen’s mental health

By Emily Sharapan
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Vaping is the new fad for

teenagers. Vaping, or the use of
e-cigarettes, has been around
since 2006. “Electronic
cigarettes (e-cigarettes), also
called vapes, e-hookah, vape
pens, tank systems, mods and
electronic nicotine devices
produce an aerosol by heating
liquid using containing
nicotine, flavoring and other
additives,” said the NV
Division of Public and
Behavioral Health (DBPH).

These devices can contain a
variety of liquids or drugs,
ranging from nicotine to

The Vaping Epidemic Among Teens

Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC)
to flavorings or other
additives.

The great popularity around
e-cigarettes is that companies
claim that they are a better
alternative to cigarettes.

However, this “safer”
alternative has caused a large
amount of harm. In the past
nine months, over 2,000
people were hospitalized due
to smoking e-cigarettes.

The FDA and healthcare
companies are calling the

under 17-years-old.
These patients admitted to
using an e-cigarette device
within 90 days of their
symptoms.

Five of the seven people said
that they used many of the
different flavors available.

Many of the flavors that the
patients listed are now on the
banned flavors list that
Trump's administration
released.

Due to the amount of
hospitalizations, corporations
are now making laws
restricting the use of vaping.

illness caused by these vapes:
E-Cigarette or Vaping
Associated Lung Injury or
EVALI.

There has been 52 confirmed
deaths in 25 states and the
District of Columbia.

As of Oct. 2019, over 150
teenagers were hospitalized
due to EVALI, with seven
confirmed cases in the state of
Nevada.

The patients ages range from
anywhere between 13-64.
Three of the confirmed cases
were between the age group of
18-24, with one individual

How is vaping affecting teenagers and why it is growing?

By Isabella Battistoni

These vapes are a few different brands and flavors that are available for
purchase. These are popular brands used on a daily basis.
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The FDA put out a ban on
most flavors of
e-cigarettes Jan. 2, 2020.

If companies do not stop
production and
distribution of these
flavors within 30 days,
they will receive
enforcement action.

Enforcement action could
mean hefty fines or
possibly having the
company shut down.

It seems that teens are
prone to choose flavors
like mint and cotton
candy.

Many companies,
including Juul, have
targeted teens by implying
that vaping is a safer
alternative to cigarettes.

Commercials are constantly
playing on the radio and
television saying that their
type of e-cigarette is the
safer alternative to smoking
cigarettes.

Vaping is also a way to
smoke that is more discreet.

If e-cigarette smokers
choose a flavorless vape,
there is no smell and the
smoke can be easily hidden.

At high schools around the
Las Vegas valley, students
are able to walk through the
crowded hallways and vape
in secret.

An anonymous student
attending CSNHS has been
vaping for around a year and
prefers the fruity flavors
that are now banned.

The individuals interviewed
has chosen to remain
anonymous since they are
participating in an illegal
activity due to their age.

The anonymous student said
that she is not scared when
she hears about teenagers
getting sick because “most
cases are rare”.

Another high school student
has been smoking since
sixth grade and started due
to peer pressure.

Both anonymous students
are drawn to the fruity and
mint flavors.

One student says that she is
not scared when she hears
that people get sick from
vaping. “I know a lot of
people who do it way more

than me and aren’t sick”
said the student.
The majority of students
believe it is rare to get sick,
but it is happening more
frequently than everyone
thinks.

As of Jan. 2020 the FDA has
raised the legal vaping age.

The legal age to buy and
smoke any nicotine products
is now 21 where it originally
was 18.

The hope is to stop
teenagers from getting sick
or dying from vaping.

It is still not certain whether
vaping is safer than smoking
cigarettes.
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I know a lot
of people

who do it way
more than

me and aren’t
sick.



At the College of Southern Nevada High School (CSNHS), students have access to many

opportunities such as advancing in their academics by taking college classes along with their regular
high school classes. As a result, many students graduate from this program not only with their high
school diploma, but also with an Associates degree. Although CSNHS provides success for many
students, it often does not receive the proper recognition that it deserves. As a result, there is a lack of
funding and resources that could be fundamental for the program.

When the Nevada System of Higher Education(NSHE) Chancellor and board of regents hosted a
meeting in late Oct.regarding the topic of funding for programs, it was crucial to show the role of
CSNHS in Nevada.

Kristen Caday, a senior at the CSNHS West campus had the opportunity to meet with the school board.
Selected by her counselor, Mrs. Greenburg, Caday shows what the program strives for since she is
graduating with her Associates degree in the spring. Filled with nervous emotion, Caday met with the
NSHE Chancellor, who is an incredibly powerful figure in the education system.

The NSHE Chancellor, Dr. Thom Reilly, is the leader of higher education in Nevada such as UNLV,
Nevada State and more. Reilly is in charge of supervising the schools as well as making decisions in
the school system such as funding. Along with that, Dr. Reilly meets with the governor and other
community leaders in order to discuss how to make the education system more beneficial for citizens
in Nevada.

“I was able to highlight the importance of having a program that caters to people in high school earning
college credits,” Cady said. “Ever since the first meeting I’ve gotten two or three more similar
opportunities, and I honestly enjoy it a lot. It’s intimidating but it is a good kind of intimidating so it's
been fun”, Caday said.

On Dec. 5, Cady attended her second meeting with the CSN President, Dr. Zaragosa, as well as
chairman of the Institutional Advisory Council (IAC) which was on the same subject. The IAC holds
individuals across Nevada that have diverse jobs such as lawyers where they can voice their opinion as
well.

Caday was the only high school student present at these meetings and CSN had two other students for
the college. Although it has been some time since the meetings occurred, the school board has not
decided or come to a decision yet.Caday never thought that she would be representing her school in
such a large manner.

Regarding this experience, Caday said, “A lot of doors have opened up since then, I’m extremely
thankful for it.'' Planning on majoring in business, she was offered two internships at the meetings
from Centurylink as well as MGM.
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By Carmen Landinger

“A lot of doors have

opened up since then.

I’m extremely thankful

for it.'' - Kristen Caday





Toxic Meme Culture

By Tiara Carlock
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Generation Z copes with the idea of another war through memes

Spring

Meme culture brings many issues to the

forefront which is seen throughout social
media.
This is often done through humorous
images, videos, and texts that circulate the
internet. The topics of memes range from
college struggles to celebrity gossip to war.

After the United States killed Iranian
General Quasem Soleimani, many
Americans fled to Twitter for comedic
relief. These World War 3 memes went viral
at the beginning of 2020.

“Can they postpone WW3? BTS’ tour is in
April.” One user said. Another user said,
“You couldn’t have picked a worse
generation to start World War 3. We can’t
even fight anxiety.”

These tweets draw attention to numerous
issues. They have caused controversy on the
internet, in which people brought up the
question of meme culture becoming toxic.

Humor is often a coping mechanism when
no one else knows what to do, especially for
today's generation. This humor is a big part
of meme culture and has no limits, which is
why it's been labeled as toxic.

A handful of offensive posts bring up the
topic of feminism. Due to these memes,
many female users have made tweets about
revolting back to times when gender roles
used to be stricter.

These jokes avoid the topic of drafting so
females can stay home and adopt the
responsibilities of a housewife.

As a result, a feminism argument initiated.
Many argue that it’s insufficient to erase all
of the previous decades that were spent
fighting gender equality, in order to avoid
participating in a future war.

Male users have spoken out on this topic,
telling women that you can’t pick and
choose when to fight for feminism.

Despite their hypocrisy, numerous female
users don’t see an issue in their tweets.

“What else do you expect us to do?” One
user posted. “Joking about it is the only way
that I can cope.” This is one of the many
examples of how toxic meme culture can
occur.

Another string of memes highlight
insensitivity towards people with mental
disorders and health issues. For example,
some memes joke about faking Down
Syndrome in an attempt to avoid the draft.

Another issue is the topic of fertility. Young
women have often joked about purposely
becoming pregnant in order to avoid the
draft as well.

This is offensive to women with fertility
issues, as well as questioning the morality of
people who are willing to have children

instead of participating in a future war.

Meanwhile, over seas, many Middle Eastern
twitter users were livid. One posted an
upsetting update, “Americans are joking
about something that will kill millions here
in the Middle East.”

“Our lives are in danger. We’re worried
about our future. This is disgusting,”
another user tweeted.Another user posted
that there’s more important matters at hand
than photoshopping memes. “This war will
likely bring another wave of Islamophobia
and xenophobia against anyone visibly
brown just like after 9/11 so we should
probably be more worried about that than
getting drafted."

Whether someone lives in the United States
or any other country, the bottom line is that
there’s a fine line between what is
considered funny versus insensitive.

Unfortunately, that boundary has yet to be
established.



PRO
The economic benefits of going

to war

When it comes to war, most people only think about the negative

consequences that it brings. While nobody welcomes the idea of
war, it does have its benefits such as creating employment, the
innovation of new technology, an increase in the stock market and it
often leads to a change in social ideas.

First off, when a country goes to war young men are the ones who
are usually sent to do the dirty work. Coincidentally, young men
also make up the majority of the workforce. Because of this, when a
country goes to war there is an increase in demand for labor.

War is also often a catalyst that drives technological innovation.
GPS (Global Positioning System) was first thought up by the United
States Navy in the early 1960’s. Due to the increasing pressure of
the Cold War the United States Navy was working on creating a
submarine-launched nuclear missile, called Polaris, that required the
location of the submarine to fire. With this in mind, who knows
what kind of technological advances could occur while solving
issues we have while at war?

To continue, war is extremely beneficial to the stock market. War
causes an increase in demand for certain machinery such as
airplanes, tanks and guns. However, the government does not
manufacture these goods themselves; instead they pay companies
such as Boeing and Glock to make the necessary tools for the
military. The demand for these goods not only creates more jobs,
but it also causes the stock prices for these manufacturers to go up.
For example, something specific to the war in Iran is that Iran is a
major producer of oil and if they stopped producing it to fight a war,
oil companies in the United States would also see their stock prices
rise.

Finally, the desperate times of war often call for desperate
measures, which often leads to a change in social attitudes. For
example, during World War Two, women were able to enter the
workforce doing any job they could, rather than only teaching or
nursing, because there was a shortage of labor. The Vietnam war is
another example of social change because it was one of the first
wars that the majority of American citizens disagreed with. A war
with Iran would cause enough of an uproar that it would stop our
never-ending military involvement in the Middle East which, if it
continues, will never allow the Middle East to thrive on their own.

Friday, Jan. 3, 2020 was the date when a drone strike hit Iran
killing Qassem Soleimani, Iran’s military leader. Since the strike,
there has been talk of a war starting between the United States and
Iran. However, the United States does not need to start another war.
Economically, the United States is not in a place to take on a war
that could last years like the Afghanistan war that lasted 13 years
since there is no benefit in starting a war.

First of all, the United States is in over $22 trillion in debt. In World
War Two, the United States spent $350 billion for the war. 40
percent of the $350 billion came from taxes while the other 60
percent came from borrowing money that the United States is still
trying to pay back today.

The last time the United States went to war was with Iraq and
Afghanistan. The United States spent $815 billion over the 13 year
time period. Instead of going to war, the United States should be
focusing on spending the money that would be spent on the war to
improve our country.

The money saved should be put towards helping out lower class
individuals such as homeless people who are living off of welfare.
The United States has a large group of homeless people and the
money could help lower the homlessness rate by creating programs
to help them.

A reason supporting the start of a war is that it will increase and
speed up the economy. War helps the economy by creating jobs and
it allows more income to flow through communities. The current
U.S. economy is already in a sustainable place.

There is no current depression or recession and the unemployment
rate is at an all-time low. If the United States goes into a war now it
can be detrimental. The economy can only go so high before it will
come crashing down. A perfect example of this is the Great
Depression and the recession that happened in 2008.

When the United States started the war with Iraq, many supported it
at first before completely changing their mind. The United States
does not want to go into another war, even if it is to stop Iran’s
nuclear weapons. There are programs in place, like NATO and the
United Nations, that are meant to stop countries from breaking
contracts. Starting a war right now is not beneficial for the United
States.

CON
The damaging threat of another

war
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By Cory Garbiso

By Isabella Battistoni
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Photo editing today is easily accessible through
apps like Facetune, Photoshop Express, RetouchMe,
and countless others. When the social media app,
Instagram, began to take off in 2010, they offered a
variety of filters to select from to make users’
photos more appealing.

By 2015, Snapchat introduced their very own brand
of filters that allow users to alter their facial
structure through change in the size of the users’
eyes, jaw shape, and helps give the allusion of a
smaller nose and smooth skin. Soon, the demand to
achieve these desired features extended beyond
magazines and infiltrated social media platforms.

Facetune is a photo editing app that anyone can use
to alter their appearance through aspects such as
smoothing out their skin or altering their body size.
It would seem as though a majority of people edit
their photos through subtle Facetune.

In fact, in an Instagram poll of about 400 students
done in January, concluded that 93 percent of
participants admit to editing their pictures
minimally, with the remaining 7 percent saying that
they Facetune their pictures a lot.

Subtle Facetuneing consists of minimal altercations,
such as whitening one’s teeth or concealing their
eye bags. However, social media influencers today
take Facetuning to another level.

Altering one’s pictures is so common that it is hard
to tell whether an influencer has Facetuned their
picture or not. It is not far from unusual for
influencers to actively deny the fact that they alter
their photographs.

Social media influencers are constantly under the
pressure of having to create a front that appeals to
their audience. Therefore, having people believe
that they are naturally flawless allows their audience
to want to achieve what their favorite influencer
has, striking looks.

Nobody wants to admit to having what seems like a
flaw, which is why influencers fail to note that they
have edited their social media posts.

However, when a photograph by an Instagram
model shows up on one’s Instagram feed, it is not

We all know that photo editing has been around

since the beginning of photographs.. Celebrities,
such as Britney Spears, actively spoke out against
airbrushing through a plethora of campaigns.

Despite speaking out, celebrities, such as Kim
Kardashian, Mariah Carey, and Ariana Grande are
all notorious for editing their social media photos.
However, there is a major difference between photo
editing today than there was in the early 2000s.

Photo
Editing
is the
New
Normal

Spring Opinion Page 16

After the Hollywood Bash, Khloe Kardashian uploads flawless images on Instagram. That
same night, Getty Images of Khloe were released that show her without any photo editing.

James Charles uploads his makeup look onto instagram. Behind the
scenes, though, James' makeup look was a lot less precise and
vibrant.

By Sarah Hicks
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hard to deny the fact that their jawline is sharp
and pronounced, their skin does not have a
single pore in sight and their figure is flawless.

This naturally causes the audience to compare
themselves to these influencer’s unattainable
features.

More often than not, when scrolling through
social media, there are posts by fellow peers that
showcase bending walls in an attempt to make
their waist smaller, brighter teeth than the light
would allow, and skin smoothed out enough to
the point that their nose has vanished.

Famous social media influencers, the Tantot
twins have been increasingly under fire for
showcasing their figure to the internet while
claiming that they actively work out in order to
achieve their tiny waist. The twins claim that
their proportions were not due to any sort of
photo editing.

However, when fans happened to see the twins
out in public, they could not help but notice that
the Tantot twins did not have an immensely
toned set of abs, tiny waist, or defined muscles.
As a result, their fans recognize that their
idealized body was a mere facade.

When scrolling through Instagram or Twitter,
one commonly sees a growing make-up artist
trying to expand their following through
advertising their detailed and artistic cosmetic
looks. With an increase in competition, artists
have to catch the audience’s eye through
generating enticing make-up looks.

Beauty influencers such as James Charles,
actively include Facetune into his make-up
routine.

A local makeup artist, Jessica Stevens, said, “I
think it’s ridiculous and an embarrassment to the
beauty community how James Charles
photoshops his makeup to look better than it
actually is. There are so many underrated
makeup artists out there who don’t edit their
pictures and can’t get to see the light of day
simply because James is setting unrealistic
standards.”

Jessica said, “He said himself that
photoshopping is okay as long as it’s not
enhancing or adding makeup, which he
hypocritically does.”

Before uploading a photograph, Charles ensures
that the colors of his eyeshadow are immensely
more vibrant than the original look was.

In addition, Charles photoshops details, such as
tiny Louis Vuitton logos, onto his eyeshadow in
order to fool his audience into believing he
flawlessly completed the complex make-up
look.
Beauty influencers steal the spotlight from
smaller creators who do not photoshop their
extensive makeup looks before uploading them
online through deceiving his audience into
believing that his talent extends far beyond his
capabilities.

Tana Mongeau, an influencer that a majority of
people teenagers adore, has gone above and
beyond when it comes to editing her pictures. A
tweet by Mongeau said, “I constantly hear
people walk past me and go, ‘she looks like
Tana Mongeau!’ ...should I Facetune less?”

When scrolling through Tana Mongeau’s social
media pages, her figure is stunning and her
features are striking. However, in person, Tana’s
natural appearance strays far from her online
persona.

It is far from uncommon to see teenage girls and
boys alike editing their pictures before
uploading to their social media.

On an Instagram poll, the question “If you
facetune your pictures, would you say you’re
insecure?” had the staggering results of 63
percent of 400 participants agreeing with the
claim. Because teenagers are already insecure
about themselves, it is hard to ignore that
Facetune is causing a greater strain in the self-
doubt that teenagers face on a daily basis.

It also does not help that influencers are
constantly being promoted onto their social
media feeds. These influences are often role
models that teenagers look up to. Therefore,
when teenagers are constantly infiltrated with a

flood of photographs that are heavily edited, it
damages their perception of self worth.

According to Real Girls, Real Pressure: A
National Report on the State of Self-Esteem,
commissioned by the Dove Self-Esteem Fund in
2014, found that 7 in 10 girls believe they are
not good enough or do not measure up in some
way due to their looks.

In addition to this, according to the National
Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health,
published in Psychology of Men & Masculinity
journal in 2015, like their female counterparts,
teenage boys excessively worry about their body
image, which is a risk factor for elevated
depressive symptoms among adolescent boys.

Teenage audiences are constantly fed false
body images of these internet celebrities who lie
about their altered photographs.

This can ultimately cause them to have a great
depletion in their self-worth and self-
confidence, which can negatively impact
relationships and educational achievements.

Teenagers often fail to recognize the amount of
editing that goes behind social media posts.
Tana Mongeau and other influencers are often
perceived to be naturally perfect, blessed with a
great figure, unblemished skin, ideal
proportions, and a luxurious lifestyle that
teenagers strive to achieve.

Photo editing is not a new issue in the media.
Yet, with the advancement of technology, the
development of easily accessible photo editing
apps such as Facetune, photo shop is seen more
commonly throughout social media. It is nearly
impossible to distinguish who edits their
photographs and who does not in today’s day of
age.

Ultimately, the normalization of photo editing
can only result in the downfall of today’s youth.



The final years of high school are full

of opportunity. Students make big
decisions about their lives, one of
which usually includes going off to
college.

For many, moving to college and being
away from their parents is an
opportunity to accept adult
responsibilities and spread their wings.
What many don’t think about until they
need to is health insurance.

In fact, according to CNBC in early
2019, 66.5 percent of bankruptcies
relate to medical bills. In order to go to
college, many students, as well as their
parents, have to take on crippling
amounts of student loan debt.

Already having student loan debt puts
college students in such a precarious
situation that even a broken arm could
likely cause them and their family to go
bankrupt.

HealthCARE in

The idea of a Universal Healthcare system, or
single-payer system, was thrown into the
spotlight in American politics after Bernie
Sanders’s 2016 presidential campaign.

Throughout both of his campaigns, Sanders
spoke about his belief that healthcare is a human
right. In fact, Sanders proposed his own
“Medicare for All” bill in his last campaign that
would create a single-payer healthcare system in
the United States.

In the simplest terms, Sanders’ bill would create
a healthcare system with absolutely no copays
and insurance premiums; however, it would
raise taxes.

Most people’s concern with Sanders’ proposed
tax increases is that it would actually raise
overall costs, especially to the middle class. The
average person in the United States spends
about $10,000 a year on medical costs.

When looking at the amount that most people,
especially the middle class, would pay in taxes
under Sanders’ plan would ultimately save

everyone money.
For the most part, most of the Democratic
candidates agree with Bernie Sanders’s plan;
however, Joe Biden is one of the loudest critics
of Sanders’s healthcare bill.

Biden has made it clear that he believes
Sanders’s plan would cost too much money. Joe
Biden’s plan is to protect the Affordable Care
Act, or Obamacare, and expanding choice as
well as reducing healthcare costs.

On the other hand, Senator Elizabeth Warren,
also running as a Democrat, has co-sponsored
Senator Sanders’s Medicare for all bill. Senator
Warren differs from Senator Sanders in that
instead of raising taxes to pay for Medicare for
all Warren will impose a “wealth tax” on the
incredibly rich.

Overall, healthcare is a major issue in the 2020
election and every Democratic candidate has a
different idea of what should be done and how
to pay for it, it is up to voters to decide what
they believe is the right answer to this major
issue in America.
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Obsessed With You
Taking a break from their hectic classes, students Jackson Singletary and Yolanda Perez, watch Netflix. After the release of the new season of “You”,
viewers have already finished it and are waiting for the next season.

section. Joe soon meets his next victim, Love.
This time, Joe wants to make things right and
leave his old ways to change for the better.
However, Love is persistent and they date on and
off throughout the season. Joe is recovering from
his past until Candace tracks him down. The show
continues with Joe trying to hide from Candace,
and his battle to change. Not until the last couple
of episodes, Joe starts to kill again. Secretly, Love
stalked Joe and discovered who he really is
showing a clear sense of irony. Joe then tries to
kill Love until she mentions she’s pregnant. The
show skips forward tothem living together and
starting a new life. It seems that Joe found his true
love until he sees his new neighbor, leaving the
cycle to continue again in what seems to be a
season three. Overall, “You” is an entertaining
show, keeping viewers attentive and engaged with
both of the seasons. Season one was better in my
opinion. Season two was almost repetitive since
the viewers knew what to expect; meanwhile, in
season one, everything was new and unforeseen .
However, season two provides a sense of who Joe
really is with flashbacks of his childhood.The
show is a must-watch and a long wait for season
three begins.

Netflix holds a wide array of television shows

and movies; however, one Netflix original TV
series caught the eye of many. The hit thriller,
“You”, shows the life of a hopeless romantic
bookstore clerk named Joe Golberg, played by
Penn Badgley. After releasing its first season,
viewers were instantly hooked on the show and
could not stop talking about it. Now, with the
release of the second season at the end of 2019,
many fans binged-watched. Joe Goldberg is first
seen as a hopeless romantic, easily falling in love
with strangers. However, as the show progresses,
Joe’s love for romance soon turns into a deadly
obsession. Spoilers and opinions lie ahead. In
season one, Joe’s character is introduced working
at a bookstore in New York when a woman walks
in where he instantly falls in love with her. At
first, viewers sympathize with Joe and his new
developing crush. Then, many can relate when it
shows Joe trying the find more about this
mysterious woman, Guinevere Beck, on social
media. However, this simple act of finding out
more about her soon becomes a severe case of
stalking from tracking down where she lives to
breaking into her house. However, Joe uses his
charm and carefully hides his secret past time as

he gets Guinevere to be his. Always the right
place at the right time, Joe is there when Beck
needs someone’s help. He’s obsessed; he wants to
protect Guinevere at all costs, no matter what it
takes in order to fix her into the best version of
herself. Naturally, when her toxic ex-boyfriend,
Benji, gets in the wa,y Joe kills him along with
Beck’s insane best friend. Joe plans out his
killings with a human-sized caged hidden in the
basement of the bookstore. For Joe, everything
was going as planned until Beck uncovers a stash
of Joe’s prized possessions from his last victims,
including his ex-girlfriend, Candance, shown
through flashbacks. As a result, Joe sadly kills
Beck and continues on with his life until
Candance appears from the dead. Season two
moves at a much slower pace with less action as
well as less brutal murders. Joe moves to Los
Angeles in order to hide from what he thought
was a dead ex-girlfriend. The first couple episodes
revolve around Joe’s hatred for the city; however,
that would make him harder to locate since
Candance would not search there. He changes his
name to Will by stealing a hacker’s identity, then
placing said hacker into the secret cage which is
now located in a storage unit. Keeping his old
ways, he picks up a job at Anavrina at the book
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2010
• Longest solar eclipse of the 3rd millennium

occurs.:
According to scientists from NASA, this solar
eclipse was the longest annular solar eclipse that

will occur in the 21st century, lasting 11
minutes.

• Apple debuts the iPad.:
Jan. 27, 2010, Apple released the iPad which
was “a revolutionary device for browsing the
web, reading and sending email, enjoying
photos, watching videos, listening to music,
playing games, reading e-books and much

more,” according to Apple.

2011
• The space shuttle fleet retires.:

In 2011, the last of the Space Shuttle missions to
the International Space Station concludes the
retirement of the fleet. Two private companies
– SpaceX and Orbital Sciences Corporation

– took over the remaining work, using cheaper
disposable rockets.

2012
• The Mayan calendar reaches the end of its

current cycle.:
During 2012, many people thought that

“Doomsday” was coming because the Mayan
calendar reached its end. Luckily, this did not

happen and life continues on.

• The first gene therapy in the Western world:
According to a report on the BBC News
website, Nov. 2, 2012, the European

Commission has given final approval to market
a gene therapy that corrects an inborn error of
metabolism for the treatment of any type of

human genetic disorder.

2013
• Delaware legalizes same-sex marriage:
On May 7, 2013, Delaware was the the 11th
state to endorse gay marriage after a bill

legalizing same-sex unions passed the state
Senate on a 12 to 9 vote. The District of
Columbia has also legalized gay marriage.

• Parents in China allowed two children
if a parent was an only child:

China announced on Nov. 15 2013, that couples
would be allowed to give birth to two children if

one parent is an only child.

2014
• Year of the Smartwatch:

During the International CES convention in Las
Vegas, Nevada, a flood of wearable computing

devices, including smartwatches were on
display.

• Robot Makes a First-Ever Comet Landing:
It wasn't a human who made the giant step for
mankind in 2014 but a spacecraft that achieved
the previously impossible task of landing on a
moving comet with the help of the European

Space Agency.

2015
• Popularity in being Eco-Friendly:

In 2015 there was a global delivery of more
than half a million plug-in electric vehicles to

buyers.

• Pope Francis Visits the U.S.:
One of the biggest moments of national

excitement came when Pope Francis made his
inaugural visit to the United States, sweeping
the country up in a serious case of Pope-mania.
Some of the highlights of the trip included a
historic address to Congress, frequent rides in
his Fiat and a particularly memorable moment
shared with a baby girl dressed up like a pope.

2016
• Rio de Janeiro hosts the Olympic Games
The International Olympic Committee (IOC)
has elected Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) as the host
city of the Games of the XXXI Olympiad in
2016 during its 121st Session in Copenhagen,

Denmark.

2017
• Total solar eclipse in the United States.:
Aug. 21, 2017, skies darkened from Oregon to
South Carolina in the first total solar eclipse
visible from coast to coast across the United

States in 99 years.

• Snapchat IPO:
In one of the biggest and most highly

anticipated U.S. market debuts in recent years,
the image messaging service Snapchat began
trading publicly on the New York Stock

Exchange in March of 2017.

2018
• South Korean city Pyeongchang hosts the

Winter Olympics:
Pyeongchang won the right to host the Games
after two previously unsuccessful attempts, this
time beating top bids from Annecy, France, and
Munich, Germany. It's the second time South

Korea hosts the Olympics in South Korea; Seoul
was the host city for the Summer Olympics in

1988.

• The Super Blue Blood Moon:
Three lunar events coincided early in 2018

producing a rare “super blue blood moon” for
the first time since 1866. The night of January
30-31 saw a total lunar eclipse (also called a
“blood moon,” due to the reddish color of the
moon while in Earth’s shadow) as well as a
“blue moon,” or the second full moon of the

month. Not only that—the moon was also at the
closest point to Earth in its orbit, making it a

“supermoon.”

2019
• The first soft landing on the far side of

the Moon:
China becomes the first country to land on the

far side of the moon, state media announce lunar
lander Chang'e 4 successfully touched down on

Thursday morning. China's Xinhua News
published a photo it says that the probe took "on

the never-visible side of the moon.

• U.S. women’s soccer triumph:
In July, the U.S. women’s national soccer team
won its second consecutive championship—and
fourth overall—in the 2019 FIFA Women’s

World Cup, held in France. Many saw the U.S.
team’s dominant win as strengthening a gender
discrimination lawsuit they had filed against

U.S. Soccer, the nation’s governing body for the
sport, demanding pay equal to that of their male

counterparts.



The lack of direction and story-
line makes it so that viewers
become tireless of the same
performance duplicated with
slight variances repeatedly.

In addition to this, numerous
cats perform their musical
number and are never seen
again, such as Skimbleshanks,
the cat who enjoys tap dancing
alongside the railway.

Tom Hooper, the director of
the film Cats, incorporates a
great amount of angle changes,
image manipulation and scene
cuts throughout the dance
numbers, making it hard for the
audience to maintain a feeling
of sustained movement, which
restricts the viewer’s ability to
appreciate the choreography
incorporated into the movie.

With the original play, the
dramatic dancing scenes that
the movie fails to provide,
captivates audiences.

Cats also struggles with
proportion throughout the film.

Viewers are quick to notice in
the opening scene that the cats
are the same size as the bicycle
while standing up next to
them.

In later scenes, the cats are now
comparatively smaller when
standing by the wheels of the
bikes.

In a different scene, the cats
manage to find themselves
going through a jewelry box of
a house in which they have

Cats, a musical, composed

by Andrew Lloyd Webber
remains a world-wide favorite
since the 1980s.

With the title of one of the
longest running Broadway
musicals of all time, this
famous musical is currently
showcased as a two hour
length film.

Since Dec. 20, 2019, the movie
rendition of the musical has
garnered the interest of a lot of
spectators, all fascinated with
how the stage performance
translates onto the big screen.

Universal Pictures ensured that
the ensemble included a
variety of A-list celebrities,
such as James Cordon, Jason
Derulo, Idris Elba, Jennifer
Hudson, Taylor Swift and
Rebel Wilson.

Despite the budget of $95
million Cats has received
profuse amounts of negative
reviews from critics.

Cats showcases a feline by the
name of Victoria, abandoned
onto the streets of London,
only to meet a group of alley
cats, known as the “Jellicles”.

Throughout the film, the
“Jellicle” cats introduce
themselves to Victoria through
a series of songs and
choreography.

In the movie version, rodents
and pests accompany the cats.

that fell victim to Macavity’s
dark magic.

Victoria, the main cat, then
seizes an abandoned cat that
she has run into previously,
Grizabella, and brings her into
the Jellicle Ball and advocates
for her to perform.

Grizabella belts out in a
dramatic ballad of the most
famous song from the musical,
“Memory”, a passionate song
about being misunderstood and
left to feel undesirable.

Old Deuteronomy takes
Grizabella’s sentimental song
to heart and declares her as the
“Jellicle Choice” and sends her
off to the Heaviside Layer in a
chandelier to be reborn.

Looking past the film’s plot, it
is hard to ignore the idea that
humans are crawling around in
furry suits pretending to be
cats.

The movie did not fail to
include scenes of humans
dressed up as rats, accompanied
by a sea of dancing
cockroaches in a musical
number. Cats exhibits little to
no conflict as well.

Sure, we get Macavity snapping
his fingers into a whirlwind of
pixie dust, but there was a lack
of emphasis on the battle
against the antagonist.

Instead, the film highlights the
cat’s lengthy talent show and
the quirks of each specific cat.

Every year, the cats conduct a
Jellicle Ball where the cats have
the ability to be reborn into their
dream cat persona, but only
after impressing their “God”,
Old Deuteronomy.

However, Macavity, a villainous
stray, attempts to restrict the
other cat’s ability to have a new
life through the use of his
underwhelming magical powers
to transport his competitors onto
an abandoned pirate ship.

The original musical of Cats
showcased Macavity flaunting
his flexibility and powerful
dance abilities, while
unanimously animating his
expressions and lighting to
make him appear daunting.
Yet, the movie rendition of cats
fails to show this when
Macavity was barely unable to
lift his leg as he dusts around
what seems to be a sparkly,
“pixie dust”.

After he has defeats all of his
opponents for the annual Jellicle
Ball, Old Deuteronomy deems
Macavity unworthy of receiving
a new life.

As a result, Macavity kidnaps
Old Deuteronomy, which causes
the other cats to encourage Mr.
Mistoffelees, the magician cat,
to bring their leader back.
Jennyanydots, a cat that was
previously kidnapped by
Macavity then manages to free
herself from his restrictions by
changing her costume.

Jennyanydots then takes it upon
herself to free her feline peers
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The classic Broadway musical, Cats, enters movie theatres with big budget leap, misses miserably

CATS-atrophe
By Sarah Hicks



broken into. This prompts the felines
to adorn themselves with accessories.

Victoria loosely slips on rings around
her wrist, which dangle around
throughout her extensive choreography
cuts. This prompts the audience to
question proportions again.

As a result, viewers obviously wonder
if the producers of this film put much
thought into figuring out the size of an
average housecat.

CGI is a technology that a variety of
modern films incorporate in order to
make the audience feel connected with
the scenes.

However, the usage of CGI in Cats is
lackluster.

The visual effects within the final edit
of Cats includes a variety of errors.
For example, some of the paws on
each cat contain hardly, if any, fur and
show each actor’s jewelry.

Background actors remained as people
(not as cats) are also seen walking
around in the background.

Finally, the feet of the cats appear as if
they are floating.

Shoes are visible when glancing over
each cat’s feet throughout the movie.
Human ears are also seen to protrude
from the fur of the cats.
After various audience complaints,
producers corrected the movie days
after its initial release, fixing many, if
not all of the CGI mistakes.

Sadly, during the early viewing of
Cats, the theatre filled with families
eager to see what this movie consisted
of.

Throughout the movie, an increasing
amount of families left the theatre to
never return.

By the time the theatre light turned on,
only a small group of elderly women
remained, lasting the entirety of the
film.

Overwhelmed with customers’
demands for refunds, Cinemark
Theatres stopped showing Cats on Jan.
9, 2020, nearly right after its release.

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 1980s
musical garnered a great deal of
publicity, with the cast of Cats
including celebrity names, as well as a
heavy budget of about $95 million, the
newly released film barely managed to
gross at a worldwide total of $57.8
million.

Cats is a movie that is easily
forgettable, with strange character
design and poor CGI execution.

The movie has constant repetition of
jazz-hand type performances with a
lackluster plot.

Webber's musical, created during the
1980s, produced into a two hour
length film, showcased in box office
theatres since Dec. 20, 2019.

Universal Pictures ensured that the
ensemble included a variety of A-list
celebrities, such as James Cordon,
Jason Derulo, Idris Elba, Jennifer
Hudson, Taylor Swift, and Rebel
Wilson.

Despite the budget of $95 million, the
movie falls flat.

Cats, the original musical, remains a
world-wide favorite, with the title of
one of the longest running Broadway
musicals of all time.

The movie's renderance of the musical
has garnered the interest of many
people, all fascinated with why the
stage performance was translated so
poorly onto the big screen.
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Featuring some of the popular characters from Cats,
this illustration depicts the personalities of the various
cats.




